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Quantitative Usage Analysis for Methidathion

Case Number: 0034  PC Code: 100301
Date: 10/27/99  Analyst: Tim Kiely

Based on available pesticide survey usage information for the years of 1987 through
1997, an annual estimate of methidathion's total domestic usage averaged approximately 241,000
pounds active ingredient (a.i.) for 138,000 acres treated. Most of the acreage is treated with 2.8
pounds a.i. or less per application and 2.8 pounds a.i. or less per year. Methidathion is an
insecticide with its largest markets in terms of total pounds active ingredient allocated to almonds
(18%), oranges (17%), plums and prunes (15%), and walnuts (13%). Crops with a high
percentage of their total U.S. planted acres treated with methidathion include artichokes (50%),
plums and prunes (11%) and walnuts (9%).

This quantitative usage analysis (QUA) updates estimates provided in an earlier BEAD
usage profile (Grube, 2/96). The estimates provided in this QUA indicate a decline from the
previous QUA in total acres treated and total pounds applied. Please see attached table for
estimates. ’
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